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A WELCOME LETTER FROM  
Deputy Assistant Secretary of Commerce for Industry and 
Analysis Anne Driscoll

Welcome to the 2018 Smart Fabrics Summit, hosted by the U.S. 
Department of Commerce and the Industrial Fabrics Association 
International. The Smart Fabrics Summit is an opportunity to 
showcase new smart fabrics technology, inspire collaboration among 
industry leaders, and encourage the creation of manufacturing jobs in 
the United States.

The Department of Commerce plays a unique role in facilitating 
partnerships between the public and private sectors on emerging 
technologies. Working together, we can spur advancements and 
address challenges with respect to new industries such as smart 
fabrics.  Reaching the market’s full potential will require not just 
overcoming technical challenges but also bridging differences in 
how the apparel, technology, and textile industries approach product 
development and addressing various public policy issues, including 
trade policy.

I want to thank the innovators and entrepreneurs joining us here today 
for the new ideas and energy they bring to this discussion. I also want 
to extend a special thank you to our partners at the Industrial Fabrics 
Association International. The Department of Commerce plays a key 
role in spurring innovation, but our efforts alone are not sufficient. It is 
up to leaders like you in the private sector to help us build the tangible 
partnerships that will turn new ideas into viable, thriving businesses. 

Sincerely, 

Anne Driscoll
Deputy Assistant Secretary of Commerce for Industry and Analysis

Schedule

 7:45 am Registration & Continental Breakfast 

 8:25 am Welcome and Opening Remarks

 8:30 am Current Developments in the Smart  
and Interactive Fabrics Market

 9:05 am Education and Collaboration: The Key  
to Moving Smart Fabrics Forward

 9:40 am Smart Fabrics Standards: A Government  
Regulator’s Perspective

 10:25 am Coffee and Networking Break

 10:40 am Smart Fabrics Standards: A Standards  
Development Organization’s Perspective

 11:30 am First Responder Requirements  
for Smart Fabrics

 Noon Lunch Served

 12:30 pm Keynote Lunch Presentation

 1:30 pm Yarn is the New Invention 

 2:05 pm Trends in Public-Private R&D  
Partnerships on Smart Fabrics

 2:50 pm Coffee and Networking Break

 3:05 pm Keys to Intellectual Property  
Protection and Licensing

 3:55 pm Wired Skins: An Exploration  
into Solar Powered Fabric

 4:30 pm Data Security and Privacy for  
Connected Textiles and Apparel

 5:20 pm Closing Keynote Presentation 

 5:50 pm Closing Remarks

 6 pm Networking Reception

The Secretary of Commerce serves 
as the voice of U.S. business 
within the President’s Cabinet. The 
Department works with businesses, 
universities, communities, and 
the nation’s workers to promote 
job creation, economic growth, 
sustainable development, and 
improved standards of living for 
Americans.

The International Trade 
Administration, one of the 
Department’s twelve bureaus, 
strengthens the competitiveness 
of U.S. industry and improves the 
global business environment for U.S. 
companies by promoting trade and 
investment and ensuring fair trade 
through the rigorous enforcement of 
our trade laws and agreements.

The Office of Textiles and Apparel 
(OTEXA) oversees programs and 
strategies to improve the domestic 
and international competitiveness 
of the American textiles and apparel 
manufacturing sectors.

The Industrial Fabrics Association 
International (IFAI) is a trade 
association comprised of member 
companies representing the global 
advanced textiles and specialty 
fabrics marketplace. IFAI invests 
more than $8 million each year to 
advance the fabrics industry and 
support member companies.

IFAI divisions offer market-specific 
events, publications, education, 
networking, and other resources. 

Industrial Fabrics
Association International

Thank you sponsors!

EXHIBITORS VENUE
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WELCOME AND OPENING REMARKS | 8:25 AM
Ian Steff
Deputy Assistant Secretary for Manufacturing, International Trade Administration,  
U.S. Department of Commerce

At the U.S. Dept. of Commerce, Mr. Steff oversees a broad portfolio 
of national programs aimed at increasing the global competitiveness 
of U.S. manufacturers. Previously he served as Indiana’s first chief 
innovation officer. He was also executive vice president for the 
Indiana Economic Development Corporation and the state’s senior 
advisor for science, technology, and advanced manufacturing. 
Prior to these roles, Steff worked for the Semiconductor Industry 
Association for nearly a decade.

PRESENTATION | 8:30 AM

Current Developments in the Smart  
and Interactive Fabrics Market

Jeff Rasmussen
Director of Market Research, Industrial Fabrics Association International (IFAI)

Mr. Rasmussen has authored IFAI’s annual report on the state of the 
specialty fabrics industry as well as other in-depth reports on U.S. 
specialty fabric market segments including geosynthetics, marine 
fabrics, awnings, narrow fabrics and fabric structures. His expertise 
includes market research studies, as well as industry and competitor 
analysis. Mr. Rasmussen is a frequent speaker on textile markets at 
industry events.

The Industrial Fabrics Association International (IFAI) is a world leader 
in promoting, networking and advocacy in the advanced textiles industry. 
IFAI divisions serve members in advanced textiles markets, IFAI offers a 
wealth of industry education, and IFAI informs the industry through magazines, 
e-newsletters, websites and market research.

Your Connection to the Advanced Textiles Industry

Learn more at IFAI.com/AdvancedTextiles
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PRESENTATION | 9:05 AM

Education and Collaboration: The Key to Moving 
Smart Fabrics Forward
Speakers: Dr. Qaizar Hassonjee and Chris Semonelli 

Dr. Qaizar Hassonjee
President, Hass Tech Associates

Dr. Hassonjee is a pioneer in smart textiles with 30+ years of industry 
experience at global companies like DuPont and adidas, as well as 
at start-ups like Textronics, which launched the first heart rate-
monitoring sports bra in 2005. As an inventor, he holds multiple 
patents and has authored many technical papers. Dr. Hassonjee is a 
sought-after speaker on smart textiles, wearable technology and the 
Internet of Things.

Chris Semonelli
President, Coated Technical Solutions

Mr. Semonelli has been involved with technical textiles for over 35 
years. He is currently on the board of the IFAI Advanced Textiles 
Products Group and is a member of the Rhode Island Textiles 
Innovation Network. Mr. Semonelli has also been involved in 
enhancing educational and career opportunities for middle and high 
students in Science Technology Engineering Arts and Math (STEAM) 
in his home state of Rhode Island.

PANEL | 9:40 AM

Smart Fabrics Standards: A Government 
Regulator’s Perspective
Moderator: Dr. Daniela Drago
Panelists: Jacqueline Campbell, Grace A. Kim, Dr. Sandy Weininger and Laura Koss 

Dr. Daniela Drago
Director, Assistant Professor and the Director of Regulatory Affairs Programs, George 
Washington University’s School of Medicine and Health Sciences

Prior to joining academia, Dr. Drago held senior positions in global 
regulatory and medical affairs at several companies, including F. 
Hoffman-La Roche, and Bausch & Lomb. She has prepared and 
evaluated over 300 global regulatory submissions and serves as an 
expert witness on FDA requirements, global regulatory strategies, 
and compliance matters. Currently, Dr. Drago serves on the boards 
of directors of the Association of Graduate Regulatory Educators, and 
the Regulatory Affairs Certification Board. 
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Jacqueline Campbell
Senior Textile Technologist, U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission

Ms. Campbell is an expert on textile flammability and regulations 
under the Flammable Fabrics Act. She coordinates flammability 
related projects at the CPSC and plays an integral role in agency 
efforts on testing and certifying regulated products, including efforts 
to minimize testing burdens. From 2015 to 2017, Ms. Campbell 
served as a senior science and policy advisor to former CPSC 
Chairman Elliot Kaye.

Grace A. Kim 
Attorney-Advisor, U.S. Customs and Border Protection, Office of Trade | Office of 
Regulations & Rulings Food, Textiles & Marking Branch

In her role at the CBP, Ms. Kim drafts and publishes advance 
rulings and applications for further review decisions on 
classification and marking issues, as well as rulings that are 
published in the Federal Register and Customs Bulletin. She 
does training on customs and trade law issues for foreign 
customs administrations, industry, and U.S. government 
agencies. Ms. Kim is currently participating in the North 
American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) renegotiation on the 
textiles chapter.

Dr. Sandy Weininger 
Regulatory Engineer, U.S. Food & Drug Administration

Dr. Weininger’s areas of concentration are design and engineering 
of electronic systems and signal processing as applied to 
small physiological signals. His current focus is the safety and 
performance assessment of sensors and actuators for physiologic 
systems and examining complex systems to understand unsafe 
interactions. Dr. Weininger also provides expert consulting reviews 
on electrical safety and essential performance aspects of devices, 
including risk management.

Laura Koss 
Assistant Director, Division of Enforcement, Bureau of Consumer Protection, Federal 
Trade Commission

Ms. Koss coordinates matters relating to many of the FTC’s rules 
and guides, including the FTC’s Textile, Wool and Fur Rules, and 
the Green Guides.  She also supervises the commission’s Made in 
the USA program.  Prior to working at the FTC, Ms. Koss was an 
Associate at Crowell & Moring LLP in Washington, D.C.

COFFEE AND NETWORKING BREAK | 10:25 AM 
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PANEL | 10:40 AM

Smart Fabrics Standards: A Standards 
Development Organization’s Perspective
Moderator: Veronica A. Lancaster
Panelists: Cherry Tom, Chris Jorgensen, Jennifer Rodgers and Stephanie Rodgers (see page 12)

Veronica A. Lancaster
Senior Director, Technology & Standards, Consumer Technology Association

As the trade association representing the $351 billion U.S. consumer 
technology industry, the CTA provides members with policy advocacy, 
market research, technical education, industry promotion, and 
standards development. Ms. Lancaster is responsible for the 
development and growth of CTA’s standards program, which includes 
oversight of the development process, promotion of national and 
international standards development activities, and pursuit of 
emerging technologies that would benefit from standardization at CTA. 

Cherry Tom
Emerging Technologies Intelligence Manager, IEEE Standards Association

In her role at the IEEE, Ms. Tom seeks to establish IEEE communities 
in emerging technologies for standards and/or standards related 
projects. This involves collaborating with experts in IEEE-SA, as well 
as with outside organizations such as corporations, universities, 
government agencies, trade associations, and other standards 
development organizations. Current topics of interest for IEEE are 
smart materials, brain machine interface, big data, the internet of 
things and artificial intelligence.

Chris Jorgensen 
Director, Technology Transfer, IPC-Association Connecting Electronics Industries

Mr. Jorgensen acts as a staff liaison to standards development 
committees in his role at this global industry association that 
represents all facets of the electronics industry supply chain. In his 
role he works with volunteers from the e-textiles industry to guide 
them in the development of consensus standards for e-textiles. 
Mr. Jorgensen also represents IPC as a member of NextFlex–
America’s Flexible Hybrid Electronics Manufacturing Institute.

Jennifer Rodgers 
Director, Technical Committee Operations, ASTM International 

Ms. Rodgers is the technical committee manager for Committee 
D13 on Textiles, and Subcommittee D13.50 on Smart Textiles. 
She provides member support and guidance for standards 
development initiatives. Ms. Rodgers also serves as a liaison for 
outreach and education to government and global industry on 
the ASTM process and recognition of ASTM as an international 
standards developer and solutions provider. 
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PRESENTATION | 11:30 AM

First Responder Requirements for Smart Fabrics
William Deso 
Program Manager, Department of Homeland Security Science and Technology 
Directorate First Responders Group

As a program manager in the First Responder Group’s First 
Responder Technology (R-Tech) Program, Mr. Deso heads up the 
Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) business unit.  His background 
includes 30+ years in detecting and protecting first responders from 
CBRNE threats for the Navy and the Secret Service, among others. 
Dr. Deso is a member of the Science and Technology Subcommittee 
of the Inter-Agency Board and a participant in the Washington D.C. 
area Council of Governments’ HazMat Subcommittee.

PRESENTATION | 12:30 PM

KEYNOTE LUNCH PRESENTATION
Yoel Fink 
Chief Executive Officer, Advanced Functional Fabrics of America (AFFOA), MIT 
Professor of Materials Science and Engineering and Joint Professor of Electrical 
Engineering and Computer Science

Dr. Fink is the recipient of multiple awards, among them the National 
Academies Initiatives in Research (2004) and the Collier Medal 
(2016). He is a co-founder of OmniGuide Inc., a maker of minimally 
invasive surgical tools, and served as its CEO from 2007–2010. Dr. 
Fink is also the co-author of over 100 scientific journal articles and 
holds over fifty issued U.S. patents on multi-material fibers and 
devices. AFFOA is a non-profit institute whose mission is to enable 
the transformation of traditional fibers, yarns, and textiles into highly 
sophisticated integrated and networked devices and systems.

PRESENTATION | 1:30 PM

Yarn is the New Invention
Stephanie Rodgers 
Director, Advanced Product Developments, Apex Mills Corporation

While Ms. Rodgers has spent much of her career at the forefront 
of textile product development for luxury and flagship automotive 
interiors, she was also the first textile engineer at Microsoft 
Corporation. There she challenged and collaborated with Xbox and 
Surface engineers to design with textiles. Ms. Rodgers travels the 
globe, lecturing about textiles to design and engineering students.  
These days she is emphasizing using yarn as a vehicle for innovation.
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PANEL | 2:05 PM

Trends in Public-Private R&D  
Partnerships on Smart Fabrics
Moderator: Terry Smith Labat
Panelists: Dr. Jesse Jur, Dr. Lucy Dunne, Dr. Felecia Davis and Dr. Scott Miller

Terry Smith Labat
Senior Advisor, performing the non-exclusive duties of the Deputy Assistant Secretary 
of Commerce for Textiles, Consumer Goods, and Materials, International Trade 
Administration, U.S. Department of Commerce

Ms. Labat oversees programs and strategies to improve the 
competitiveness of the U.S. textiles and apparel industries, as well as 
the consumer goods and materials industries. She provides advice 
for trade policy development and supports U.S. free trade agreement 
negotiations and serves as acting chair of the Committee for the 
Implementation of Textile Agreements.

Dr. Jesse Jur
Assistant Professor of Textile Engineering, North Carolina State University, College of Textiles

Dr. Jur’s current research focuses on integrating systems electronics 
into wearable platforms for energy harvesting and monitoring a person’s 
environmental and physiological state. He is the technology thrust leader 
for ‘Wearability and Data’ for ASSIST (Advanced Self-Powered Systems 
of Integrated Sensors and Technologies), a National Science Foundation 
Nanosystems Engineering Research Center (NERC). Dr. Jur is also the 
co-director of an intensive course within NCSU’s College of Textiles that 
interfaces students and industry for innovative product development.

Dr. Lucy Dunne 
Associate Professor, University of Minnesota

Dr. Dunne directs the apparel design program and is the founder 
and co-director of the Wearable Technology Lab at the University of 
Minnesota. She co-authored a book, Functional Apparel Design: From 
Sportswear to Space Suits, with Susan Watkins in 2015. Her research 
is aimed at pursuing the vision of scalable, wearable garment-
integrated technology. She has received the National Science 
Foundation’s CAREER award and the NASA Silver Achievement Medal.

Dr. Felecia Davis
Assistant Professor, Pennsylvania State University, Stuckeman Center for Design 
Computing, The School of Architecture and Landscape Architecture

Dr. Davis is the director of SOFTLAB@PSU which links art and 
science through the design of computational textiles. Her work 
develops computational textiles that respond to commands 
through computer programming, electronics, and sensors 
for use in lightweight architectural shelters, interior home 
goods, or objects and wearables. Dr. Davis has lectured, taught 
workshops, published and exhibited her work internationally. 
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Dr. Scott Miller 
Director of Strategic Programs, NextFlex, America’s Flexible Hybrid Electronics 
Manufacturing Institute

In his position at NextFlex, Dr. Miller oversees U.S. government 
projects and develops key initiatives with government and industry 
partners.  Prior to joining NextFlex, Dr. Miller led R&D groups at GE 
Global Research. In that role he was the founding board chair of the 
Nano-Bio Manufacturing Consortium (NBMC) and was a member of 
NextFlex. His technical focus includes printed, flexible, and hybrid 
electronics, bio-printing and bio-fabrication, nanomaterials, and more.

COFFEE BREAK | 2:50 PM

PRESENTATION | 3:05 PM

Keys to Intellectual Property  
Protection and Licensing
Moderator: Clara N. Jiménez
Panelists: John F. Gray, Dr. Marla McConnell and Mareesa Frederick

Clara N. Jiménez
Associate, Finnegan, Henderson, Farabow, Garrett & Dunner, LLP

Ms. Jimenez counsels clients in the chemical and medical device 
technologies on intellectual property issues, including patent prosecution 
and litigation. She has advised clients in matters related to cosmetics, 
aerogels, pharmaceutical polymers, catalysts, inks, metallurgical and 
nanomaterials. She often consults with clients on freedom-to-operate 
and patent validity projects, and she writes about practical strategies for 
intellectual property protection in the chemical and materials industries.

John F. Gray
Corporate Counsel, Specialty Products Division of DowDuPont™

As an attorney for DowDuPont™, Mr. Gray supports the DuPont™ 
Sorona® business which is part of the Industrial Biosciences unit. 
Sorona® is a bio-based specialty polyester. 37% of the polymer is made 
using annually renewable, plant-based ingredients. Mr. Gray’s work 
includes intellectual property licensing, joint development, and joint 
venture agreements. He has experience with strategies for protecting 
IP in high-risk countries and with actions to enforce IP rights.

Dr. Marla McConnell 
Supervisory Patent Examiner, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office

Dr. McConnell is currently a TC 1700 Supervisory Patent Examiner 
working in the fiber and fabric arts. She holds a BA in chemistry, 
and master’s and PhD degrees in materials science and engineering 
from the University of Pennsylvania. After completing her PhD, Dr. 
McConnell received a National Research Council postdoctoral fellow 
to work on organic solar cell research in the Polymers Division at the 
National Institute of Standards and Technology.
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Mareesa Frederick 
Partner, Finnegan, Henderson, Farabow, Garrett & Dunner, LLP

Ms. Frederick holds degrees in both chemistry and chemical 
engineering and has extensive experience counseling clients on 
strategic licensing opportunities, patent portfolios, and pre-litigation 
strategy relating to the chemical and other industries. In addition, Ms. 
Frederick has litigated numerous cases in a broad range of technologies 
including polymers, manufacturing processes, biotechnology, 
kinesiotherapy devices, and more. She is also well-versed in design 
patents, trademarks, trade secrets, and trade dress claims. 

PRESENTATION | 3:55 PM

Wired Skins: An Exploration  
into Solar Powered Fabric

Colin Touhey 
CEO, Pvilion

Combining aesthetics and functionality, Pvilion specializes in the 
design, engineering, and manufacture of lightweight products that 
integrate solar cells to generate electricity. The company’s diverse 
products include clothing, stadium roofs and building facades. Mr. 
Touhey recently received the Forbes 30 Under 30 award for energy. 
He has worked in wind and ocean current energy with NASA, THOR, 
and others, and is also the founder of Foray, a medical device 
engineering firm.

PANEL | 4:30 PM

Data Security and Privacy for  
Connected Textiles and Apparel
Moderator: James Sullivan
Panelists: Kenya Wiley, Katerina Megas and Cathlin Tully

James Sullivan
Deputy Assistant Secretary for Services, International Trade Administration, U.S. 
Department of Commerce

In his role at the Commerce Department, Mr. Sullivan focuses on 
strengthening the global competitiveness of U.S. services firms in 
the financial, digital and internet, supply chain, and professional 
and business services industries. Prior to joining Commerce, Mr. 
Sullivan was co-founder and president of a SaaS solutions provider, 
and before that he served as managing director and general counsel 
of Clover Investment Group, a private equity firm focused on the 
hospitality and technology businesses.
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Kenya Wiley
Founder and CEO, Fashion Innovation Alliance

The Fashion Innovation Alliance is a collective and consultancy 
specializing in policy and regulatory compliance, access to capital, 
inclusion and innovation for fashion and beauty technology. Since its 
launch in 2016, the alliance has served as a resource for emerging 
and enterprise companies at the intersection of fashion, retail and 
technology. Ms. Wiley was named to WWD’s 2017 Women Leaders 
in Business and she chaired ASTM’s inaugural task group on data 
security for smart textiles.

Katerina Megas  
Program Manager for the Internet of Things, National Institute of Standards and 
Technology (NIST)

In her position at NIST, Ms. Megas focuses on advancing the 
development and application of research, standards, guidelines, 
and technologies necessary to improve the security and privacy 
of ecosystems of connected devices. Before joining NIST, Ms. 
Megas led the development and execution of IT strategies across 
multiple market verticals. She holds an MS in information 
systems from Virginia Tech.

Cathlin Tully
Staff Attorney, Federal Trade Commission

Ms.Tully is a staff attorney in the FTC’s Division of Privacy and 
Identity Protection, where she investigates companies’ privacy 
and data security practices.  Previously, Ms. Tully worked in the 
FTC’s Mergers III Division of the Bureau of Competition.

PRESENTATION | 5:20 PM

Closing Keynote Presentation
Wilbur Ross 
Secretary of Commerce, Department of Commerce

As the 39th Secretary of Commerce, Wilbur L. Ross, Jr. ensures that 
U.S. businesses have the tools they need to create jobs and economic 
opportunity. Secretary Ross has over 55 years of investment banking 
and private equity experience. He has restructured over $400 billion 
of assets in industries from airlines, to credit cards, homebuilding, 
insurance, manufacturing and more. He has been chairman or lead 
director of more than 100 companies operating in over 20 countries 
and was named by Bloomberg Markets as one of the 50 most 
influential people in global finance.

NETWORKING RECEPTION | 6 PM


